LEARNING FOR ALL

WINCHESTER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Jason Van Heukelum, Ed.D. 12 N. Washington Street vanheukelum@wps.k12.va.us
Superintendent Winchester, VA 22601 Tel. 540.667.4253

August 24, 2021
Greetings WPS Families,

| am writing today to inform you of the logistical challenges we are experiencing with bus
transportation due to a labor shortage. Currently, we have 14 bus driver vacancies out of 53
total positions (25%+).

By re-working our routes, we have been able to reduce the impact, however 20% of our bus
routes still require a “double run.” Double runs mean that buses complete two routes (one for
their regular route, and one for the route where we have no driver), so some routes will be late
on any given day.

Beginning tomorrow, we will have a daily update for families that will communicate which bus
routes will be late. The link will be sent via text or email each morning at 6:45 am.

We apologize for this inconvenience. This is an unprecedented situation that is unfortunately all
too common in our region with all employers. We are actively recruiting bus drivers and we are
hopeful that the labor shortage will correct in the coming months.

Finally, | would like to ask that you promote the job opportunity of being a bus driver within your
personal network. Bus drivers for WPS work 4.5 hours per day and receive full health insurance
and retirement benefits. If you or someone you know is interested, please consider applying.

Sincerely,

Vil

ason Van Heukelum
Superintendent


https://www.wps.k12.va.us/Page/12400
https://www.facebook.com/winchesterpublicschools/photos/a.1516808375221502/3031848817050776/?type=3%20https://www.facebook.com/winchesterpublicschools/photos/a.1516808375221502/3031848817050776/?type=3
https://winchesterva.tedk12.com/hire/ViewJob.aspx?JobID=946
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Saludos Familias de las Escuelas Publicas de Winchester,

Les escribo para informarles de algunos desafios logisticos que estamos pasando en relacion
al transporte, debido a la escasez de conductores. Actualmente, tenemos 14 vacantes de
conductor de autobus de un total de 53 puestos (25% +).

Al volver a trabajar en nuestras rutas, hemos podido reducir el impacto; sin embargo, el 20% de
nuestras rutas de autobus todavia requieren un recorrido doble. Esto significa que los
autobuses completan dos rutas (la primera es su ruta regular y la segunda es la ruta para la
cual no tenemos conductor), por lo que algunas rutas llegaran tarde en un dia determinado.

Mafana vamos a tener un link para notificar a los padres de que bus esta tarde.

Nos disculpamos por cualquier inconveniente. Se trata de una situacion sin precedentes que,
lamentablemente, es demasiado comun en nuestra region con todos los empleadores. Estamos
reclutando activamente conductores de autobuses y tenemos la esperanza de que la escasez
de mano de obra se corrija en los préximos meses.

Finalmente, me gustaria pedirle que promueva la oportunidad laboral de conductor de autobus
dentro de su circulo personal. Los conductores de autobus de WPS trabajan 4,5 horas al dia,
pero reciben un seguro médico completo y beneficios de jubilacion. Si usted o alguien que
conoce esta interesado, considere aplicar.

Atentamente,

Vil

ason Van Heukelum
Superintendente


https://www.wps.k12.va.us/Page/12400
https://www.facebook.com/winchesterpublicschools/photos/a.1516808375221502/3031848817050776/?type=3%20https://www.facebook.com/winchesterpublicschools/photos/a.1516808375221502/3031848817050776/?type=3
https://winchesterva.tedk12.com/hire/ViewJob.aspx?JobID=946

