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February 15, 2022
Greetings WPS Families and Caregivers,

Fortunately, cases of COVID-19 are declining significantly in our region. With this new data, it is
necessary to consider adjusting our mitigation strategies to ensure the best possible learning
experience for our students. At last night's School Board meeting, the Board reviewed a plan to
adjust our COVID-19 mitigation strategies for masking, testing, and contact tracing:

1. Masking: When community transmission reaches moderate transmission and
remains there for 7 consecutive days, masking will become optional for students.
Masks will still be required on buses. All staff will be required to follow DOLI| standards.
Any changes to the law, contrary to this plan of action, would supersede this plan.

2. Testing: Testing for employees and student athletes with no submission of vaccine proof
will be suspended effective immediately and revisited in March pending data and
available testing options. Rapid tests through the ViSSTA program will remain available
at schools for students and staff.

3. Contact Tracing: Effective February 21, 2022, contact tracing will be suspended. A
number of factors have reduced the utility and feasibility of contact tracing.

To read more about the reasons behind these decisions, you can review:

e Slides from the 2/14/22 School Board Update
e VDH Frequently Asked Questions - K12 Schools

An updated COVID-19 FAQ will be available on the WPS website later this week. We will
continue to monitor community transmission and communicate masking changes with you as
soon as decisions are made.

Sincerely,

Ve i

Jason Van Heukelum
SUperintendent


https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/community-transmission/
https://www.doli.virginia.gov/final-covid-19-standard-frequently-asked-questions/#PPE%20and%20Face%20Masks
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/protect-yourself/covid-19-testing/k-12-testing/vissta/
https://go.boarddocs.com/vsba/wps/Board.nsf/files/CBJPTT658D75/$file/COVID%20Mitigation%20Strategies%20Board%20Update%202.14.22.pdf
https://www.wps.k12.va.us/cms/lib/VA02201702/Centricity/Domain/4720/VDH%20FAQ.pdf
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Saludos familias de WPS,

Afortunadamente, los casos de COVID-19 estan disminuyendo significativamente en nuestra
region. Con estos nuevos datos, es necesario considerar ajustar nuestras estrategias de
mitigacién para garantizar la mejor experiencia de aprendizaje posible para nuestros
estudiantes. En la reunién de la Junta Escolar de anoche, la Junta revis6 un plan para ajustar
nuestras estrategias de mitigacion de COVID-19 para el uso del cubrebocas, las pruebas y el
rastreo de contactos:

1. proteccion con el cubrebocas: Cuando la Transmisidon comunitaria llegue a
transmisién moderada y permanezca ahi por 7 dias consecutivos, el uso del
cubrebocas pasara a ser opcional para los estudiantes. Todavia se requerira el uso del
cubrebocas en los autobuses. Se requerira que todo el personal siga los estandares de
DOLI. Cualquier cambio a la ley, contrario a este plan de accién, reemplazaria este plan.

2. Pruebas: las pruebas para empleados y estudiantes atletas que no presenten
pruebas de vacunas se suspenderan con efecto inmediato y se revisaran en marzo a la
espera de datos y opciones de prueba disponibles. Las pruebas rapidas a través del
programa ViSSTA permaneceran disponibles en las escuelas para los estudiantes y el
personal..

3. Rastreo de contactos: Efectivo a partir del 21 de Febrero del 2022, el rastreo de
contactos sera suspendido.Varios factores han reducido la utilidad y la viabilidad del
rastreo de contactos.

Para Leer mas acerca de las razones sobre estas decisiones , usted puede revisar:

e Diapositivas de la actualizacion de la Junta escolar del 2/14/22
e VDH Preqgquntas Frecuentes - K12 Schools

Las preguntas frecuentes actualizadas de COVID-19 estaran disponibles en el sitio web de
WPS mas adelante esta semana. Continuaremos monitoreando la transmisién comunitaria y
comunicaremos los cambios del uso del cubrebocas tan pronto como se tomen las decisiones.

Atentamente,

VoJib

Jason Van Heukelum
Superintendente


https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/community-transmission/
https://www.doli.virginia.gov/final-covid-19-standard-frequently-asked-questions/#PPE%20and%20Face%20Masks
https://www.doli.virginia.gov/final-covid-19-standard-frequently-asked-questions/#PPE%20and%20Face%20Masks
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/protect-yourself/covid-19-testing/k-12-testing/vissta/
https://go.boarddocs.com/vsba/wps/Board.nsf/files/CBJPTT658D75/$file/COVID%20Mitigation%20Strategies%20Board%20Update%202.14.22.pdf
https://www.wps.k12.va.us/cms/lib/VA02201702/Centricity/Domain/4720/VDH%20FAQ.pdf

