LEARNING FOR ALL

WINCHESTER PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Jason Van Heukelum, Ed.D. 12 N. Washington Street vanheukelum@wps.k12.va.us
Superintendent Winchester, VA 22601 Tel. 540.667.4253

January 9, 2022
Good evening WPS Families,

New COVID protocols continue to develop and | wanted to write again to give you more information. First
and foremost, the current COVID surge continues in Winchester. This week alone we have had 81
students and 19 staff members diagnosed with COVID 19. This is the highest total since March 2020. We
will continue to monitor, however, staffing shortages may cause us to close a school at any given time.

Below are further details from the CDC and VDH updates last week:

1. Return to school requirements: Students who have been quarantined or have COVID may
return to school with strict mask wearing on day six if they have improving symptoms and 24
hours without a fever.

2. Household contacts: A household contact must stay home for the entire 10 days of exposure to
the positive case + 5 additional days before returning to school. Please see FAQ #11 in the VDH
document linked below. As a reminder, this only applies to students who are not vaccinated.

3. Strict mask wearing during lunch, PE and recess: Positive cases and quarantined students
who return to school on days six - ten are required to participate in “strict mask wearing.” While all
of our students and staff wear a mask throughout the day, students in this situation may be
required to eat lunch in a separate location to ensure six feet of distance between other students.
In addition, students in this situation must keep their mask on during PE and recess.

4. Strict mask wearing during athletics: Athletes who are returning on days six - ten must be able
to wear their mask during practice and games in order to participate.

Please review the full FAQ document from the Virginia Department of Health, along with our updated
website.

Finally, we will be changing our notification system regarding positive cases. Throughout the COVID
pandemic we have sent families and staff a letter for every new case. On Monday, January 10, 2022, we
will begin a new process whereby each week families and staff will be reminded to review our COVID
Dashboard for information. This dashboard is updated daily with positive cases and weekly with
quarantine cases.

Sincerely,
Ve bt

Jason Van Heukelum
Superintendent


https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/182/2021/12/IQ-FAQs-for-K-12-Schools.pdf?TSPD_101_R0=8a67f74900dde02e65e3ca9c540620d7cN400000000000000002a56ce32ffff000000000000000000000000000061d5f37f00860c5b2408a442c88dab20002287ca965ca213d9d4d41622353ff70be300de2d85322cb74b9f39de4dd7a1d008df564be40a2800bbf7dbc510b75189625904b3800cb4265afff5ed7ad15158239729d2f2ec7292be75429c3f23abfa
https://www.wps.k12.va.us/Page/12210
https://www.wps.k12.va.us/Page/12210
https://www.wps.k12.va.us/Page/12396
https://www.wps.k12.va.us/Page/12396
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ESCUELAS PUBLICAS DE WINCHESTER
Jason Van Heukelum, Ed.D. 12 N. Washington Street vanheukelum@wps.k12.va.us
Superintendente Winchester, VA 22601 Tel. 540.667.4253

6 de enero de 2022
Saludos familias de WPS,

Los nuevos protocolos de COVID contintian desarrollandose y yo queria escribir nuevamente para darle mas
informacioén. Primero y sobre todo, el aumento actual de COVID continda en Winchester. En tan solo esta semana
hemos tenido 81 estudiantes y 19 miembros del personal diagnosticados con COVID 19. Este es el total mas alto
desde marzo de 2020. Continuaremos monitoreando, sin embargo, la escasez de personal puede hacer que cierre
una escuela en cualquier momento.

A continuacion se muestran mas detalles de las actualizaciones de CDC y VDH de la semana pasada:

1. Requisitos de regreso a la escuela: Estudiantes que han sido puestos en cuarentena o tienen COVID
pueden regresar a la escuela con una mascara estricta el dia seis si tienen sintomas de mejora y 24
horas sin fiebre.

2. Contacto en el hogar: Contacto en el hogar debe permanecer en casa durante los 10 dias completos de
exposicion al caso positivo + 5 dias adicionales antes de regresar a la escuela. Consulte la pregunta
frecuente FAQ #11 en el documento VDH vinculado a continuacion.

3. Uso estricto de mascara durante el almuerzo, educacion fisica y recreo: los casos positivos y los
estudiantes en cuarentena que regresan a la escuela el sexto dia deben participar en el "uso estricto de
mascara". Mientras tanto todos nuestros estudiantes y personal usan una mascara durante todo el dia, a
estudiantes en esta situacion se le puede requerir almorzar en un lugar separado para garantizar una
distancia de seis pies entre otros estudiantes. Ademas, los estudiantes en esta situacion deben mantener
su mascara puesta durante la educacion fisica y el recreo.

4. Uso estricto de mascara durante el atletismo: Atletas que regresan el dia seis deben poder usar su
mascara durante la practica y los juegos para poder participar.

Por favor revise en su totalidad FAQ document del Departamento de Salud de Virginia, junto con nuestro updated
website.

Finalmente, nosotros cambiaremos nuestro sistema de notificacidon con respecto a los casos positivos. Durante la
pandemia de COVID, nosotros enviamos a las familias y al personal una carta por cada caso nuevo. El lunes 10 de
enero de 2022, comenzaremos un nuevo proceso mediante el cual cada semana se recordara a las familias y al
personal que revisen nuestro COVID Dashboard para obtener informacion. Este panel se actualiza diariamente
con casos positivos y semanal con casos de cuarentena..

Atentamente,

Voo

Jason Van Heukelum
Superintendente


https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/182/2021/12/IQ-FAQs-for-K-12-Schools.pdf?TSPD_101_R0=8a67f74900dde02e65e3ca9c540620d7cN400000000000000002a56ce32ffff000000000000000000000000000061d5f37f00860c5b2408a442c88dab20002287ca965ca213d9d4d41622353ff70be300de2d85322cb74b9f39de4dd7a1d008df564be40a2800bbf7dbc510b75189625904b3800cb4265afff5ed7ad15158239729d2f2ec7292be75429c3f23abfa
https://www.wps.k12.va.us/Page/12210
https://www.wps.k12.va.us/Page/12210
https://www.wps.k12.va.us/Page/12396

